
Things to Remember When Writing a
Blog Post

To make writing fun and reduce the number of minor decisions that need to be
made, here are a bunch of answers to common questions Jonathan asks himself
while writing.

H2 headings shouldnʼt be capitalized.

Writing out numbers or not? APA Style generally uses words for numbers
below 10 and numerals for numbers 10 and above.

When it comes to bulleted lists, the text introducing them should end with a
colon.

Each bullet point either gets a capital letter and a period (if a complete
sentence) or neither (if not).

When making a link, how much text should be included?

It s̓ okay to mix first, second and third person point of view. Keep these
guidelines in mind:

i. Donʼt mix points of view in the same sentence.

ii. Second person can be a bit heavy-handed, so tread lightly.

What s̓ up with footnotes? The folks at Byword explain how to use footnotes
quite nicely:

Footnotes are a simple, yet effective way of conveying non-crucial
information to the reader. Rather than parenthesizing a side note or place
it between em-dashes – as unimportant as it is, the reader will go
through it, just like you did now – you can defer its reading and expand on
your thoughts there.

How to introduce a block quote? In most cases, just use a colon.

https://swsblog.stanford.edu/blog/writing-web-2-titles-and-headings
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2014/06/comparing-mla-and-apa-numbers.html
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/punctuation/bullet-points
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/punctuation/bullet-points
https://ux.stackexchange.com/questions/28146/how-much-of-the-related-text-should-be-included-in-a-hyperlink
http://blog.acmtraining.co.uk/first-second-or-third-person-which-is-best-for-blogging/
https://bywordapp.com/markdown/guide.html
http://blog.apastyle.org/files/block-quotations.pdf


When citing a book in a blog post, it s̓ not necessary to include page numbers.

Using a quote that that s̓ part of a larger sentence but leaving the end of the
sentence off? No need for ellipses. As Joe Moxley notes, “The reader already
assumes that the quote has been excerpted from a larger work.”

Ditto for starting a quote mid-sentence.

Do capitalize the first word of a quote that s̓ a complete sentence, regardless
of its placement within your sentence.

For a new or unusual term, italicize it the first time it appears.

Colons vs. em-dashes: how to choose? Grammar girl explains that a dash is
more dramatic: it s̓ an interruption. A colon ambles along, calmly doing its job.

Okay, but what about em-dashes in place of semicolons? I tend to do this a
lot, and while s̓ it s̓ acceptable, Grammar girl warns that it s̓ easy to overdo
this. Dashes add drama, and too much drama is actually desensitizing to the
reader.

When to use parentheses as opposed to dashes or commas? Grammar girl
has me covered there, too.

Need a post idea? Shane Parrish often seems to just grab a book and
articulate its main ideas with plenty of quotes to make it clear theyʼre not his
ideas. You could do a lot worse than this strategy.

https://writingcommons.org/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/613-omitting-words-from-a-direct-quotation-mla
http://www.thepunctuationguide.com/ellipses.html
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2015/04/using-italics-for-technical-or-key-terms.html
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/dashes-versus-colons
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/when-to-use-and-not-use-an-em-dash?page=2
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/dashes-parentheses-and-commas
https://www.fs.blog/2017/12/learning-from-history/

